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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Kurt M. Pankratz on October 5, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In The Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) A base transceiver station (BTS) comprising: 

a wireless interface operable to receive information from a mobile unit using a wireless 

link between the wireless interface and the mobile unit; 
a processor operable to: 

determine a metric associated with the wireless link; and 

generate a graded packet encoding the information and the metric, wherein the metric 
enables elements of a core packet network to select between multiple packets encoding the 
information; 

monitor the metric associated with the wireless link; 

determine that the metric associated with the wireless link has degraded below a 
predetermined threshold: 

withdraw fi-om a selection group associated with the mobile unit: and 
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instruct the wireless interface to discontinue receiving further information from the 
mobile unit; and 

a network interface operable to communicate the graded packet to the core packet 
network; 

wherein the processor is fiirther operable to: 

monitor a second metric associated with a second wireless link between the wireless 
interface and a second mobile unit; 

determine that the second metric associate with the second wireless link has exceeded a 
predetermined threshold; 

register with a selection group associated with the second mobile unit; and 

instruct the wireless interface to begin receiving information from the second mobile unit. 
2. (Canceled). 

Claim 3, in line 1, replace "claim 2" with - -claim 1- 

Claim 4, in line 1, replace "claim 2" with - -claim 1- 
^ Claim 5, in line 1, replace "claim 2" with - -claim 1- 
6. (Canceled). 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A method for wireless communications comprising: 

receiving information from a mobile unit using a wireless link with the mobile unit; 
determining a metric associated with the wireless link; 

generating a graded packet encoding the information and the metric, wherein the metric 
enables elements of a core packet network to select between multiple packets encoding the 
information; 
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communicating the graded packet to the core packet network; 

monitoring the metric associated with the wireless link: 

determining that the metric associated with the wireless link has degraded to a 
predetermined threshold: 

in response to determining that the metric associated with the wireless link has degraded, 
withdrawing from a selection group associated with the mobile unit and discontinuing to receive 
further information from the mobile unit: 

monitoring a second metric associated with a second wireless link with a second mobile 

unit; 

determining that the second metric associated with the second wireless link has exceeded 
a predetermined threshold; 

registering with a selection group associated with the second mobile unit; and 

receiving information from the second mobile unit, 
12. (Canceled). 

Claim 13, in line 1, replace "claim 12" with - -claim 11--. 

Claim 14, in line 1, replace "claim 12" with - -claim 1 1- -. 

Claim 15, in line 1, replace "claim 12" with - -claim 11--. 
16. (Canceled). 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) Wireless communications software , the software embodied in a 
computer readable medium and operable when executed to: 

receive information from a mobile unit using a wireless link with the mobile unit; 

determine a metric associated with the wireless link; 
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generate a graded packet encoding the information and the metric, wherein the metric 
enables elements of a core packet network to select between multiple packets encoding the 
information; 

communicate the graded packet to the core packet network; 

monitor the metric associated with the wireless link; 

determine that the metric associated with the wireless link has degraded to a 
predetermined threshold; 

in response to determining that the metric associated with the wireless link has degraded, 
withdraw from a selection group associated with the mobile unit and discontinue to receive 
fiulher information from the mobile unit: 

monitor a second metric associated with a second wireless link with a second mobile unit; 

determine that the second metric associated with the second wireless link has exceeded a 
predetermined threshold; 

register with a selection group associated with the second mobile unit; and 

receive information from the second mobile unit. 
22. (Canceled). 

Claim 23, in line 1, replace "claim 22" with - -claim 21- -. 

Claim 24, in line 1, replace "claim 22" with - -claim 21- 

Claim 25, in line 1, replace "claim 22" with - -claim 21- 
26. (Canceled). 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) A base transceiver station (BTS) comprising: 
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means for receiving information from a mobile unit via a wireless link with the mobile 

unit; 

means for determining a metric associated with the wireless link; 

means for generating a graded packet encoding the information and the metric, wherein 
the metric enables elements of a core packet network to select between multiple packets 
encoding the information; 

means for communicating the graded packet to the core packet network; 

means for monitoring the metric associated with the wireless link; 

means for determining that the metric associated with the wireless link has degraded to a 
predetermined threshold; 

means for withdrawing from a selection group associated with the mobile unit in 
response to determining that the metric associated with the wireless link has degraded; 

means for discontinuing to receive fixrther information the mobile unit; 

means for monitoring a second metric associated with a second wireless link with a 
second mobile unit; 

means for determining that the second metric associated with the second wireless link has 
exceeded a predetermined threshold; 

means for registering with a selection group associated with the second mobile unit; and 

means for receiving information from the second mobile unit. 
32. (Canceled). 

Claim 33, in line 1, replace "claim 32" with - -claim 31- -. 

Claim 34, in line 1, replace "claim 32" with - -claim 31- -. 
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35. (Canceled). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1, 3-5, 7-11, 13-15, 17-21, 23-25, 27-31, 33-34 and 36-39 allowed. 
The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art does not teach or fairly suggest that the base transceiver stations, grouped 
according to the monitored metrics, generate the graded packets and forward these graded 
packets to the core packet network, as specified in independent claims 1, 11,21, and 31. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Moon (US Patent No. 6,909,698 Bl) discloses redundant packet selection based on 
packet content in wireless communications systems. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi-om the 
examiner should be directed to Anh-Vu H. Ly whose telephone number is 571-272-3175. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00am - 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chi Pham can be reached on 571-272-3179. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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